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PREFACE. 

The author does not apologize for any mistakes in the 
following pages ^ trusting that such as there are will be 
leniently dealt with by the reader. To avoid as many 
such as possible he has endeavored to confine his state- 
ments to purely documentary evidence^ and has relied 
little or nothing upon tradition^ which in such matters 
as this almost invariably proves to be misleading. 

Nor has he hesitated to make use of or quote from 
any and all authorities whose writings and researches 
have borne in any way upon the matter in hand ; and 
he would herewith thank suchy and all others to whose 
courtesy and kindness he is indebted for much informa^ 
tion and many useful hints in his search. 

Especially does he wish to mention here the " His- 
torical Address ^^ by Wm. Hyde, Esq., delivered at the 
Dedication of the Town Hall in Ware, March jist, 
i84.jf to which frequent reference is made. 

The multitudinous documents and maps in the State 
Archives were in 184.'/ almost wholly without index, 
and could be found only by the most patient and labo- 
rious process ; moreover, no correct traditions existed 
touching the settlement of Ware, but on the contrary 
wholly misleading clues were all that Mr. Hyde had to 
start with. It is therefore matter of wonder not only 
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that he was able to make such accurate statements as 
he did^ but that he succeeded in finding nearly every 
one of the important documents^ that are to-day so care- 
fully indexed. 

The author feels that this little pamphlet is but an 
enlargement^ as it were^ of that part of the ^* Address** 
of Mr, Hyde^ which related to the Early Grants and 
Incorporation of the Town, and would therefore respect- 
fully inscribe these pages to the memory of him. Our 

First Historian, 

EDW. H. GILBERT. 

WarCf Mass.y Sept, 2nd, 1888, 



THE TOWN OF WARE. 



I. EARLY GRANTS. 

THE Town of Ware, State of Massachusetts, as 
originally organized, consisted of a corporate 
union of previously granted tracts of land, some 
attached and some unattached to previously consti- 
tuted precincts or parishes. These separate tracts 
were as follows: (i) The Read Manor, consisting of 
the whole Western half of the present Town and con- 
taining about ten thousand acres ; (2) the HoUings- 
worth Grant, lying East of the Read Manor and 
somewhat South of the centre of the Township, and 
containing five hundred acres ; (3) the Marsh Grant, 
of fourteen hundred and forty-three acres, occupying 
the whole North East corner of the present Town ; (4) 
a somewhat problematical Grant to Jeremiah Olm- 
stead, lying East of the Hollingsworth Grant and 
containing about one hundred acres; and lastly (5) 
a State Grant to those who had settled upon the re- 
mainder, which gave validity to their title to lands 
originally granted to the same persons by " The Pro- 
prietors of the Elbows," a company claiming to own 
and hold jurisdiction over this tract, to which the 
General Court had declared they had no right This 
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last tract, or remainder as I have termed it, which 
contained twenty-nine hundred and fifty-nine acres, 
will be referred to in the course of this article as the 
Elbows Tract, although it included by no means all 
the territory known under that name. 

The history of these separate grants and the docu- 
ments relating to their subsequent coalescence into a 
precinct or parish are herewith given in detail. 

THE READ MANOR. 

The earliest located and largest of these, The Read 
Ten Thousand Acre Tract, took in the whole Western 
half of the present Town, and was bounded on the 
North, West and nearly all of the South by the 
present Town lines. Its East line lay West of " Muddy 
Brook," and ran about North by East 

The early traditions of the origin of this grant are 
curiously erroneous, but the origin of the error is 
probably correctly suggested by Mr. Hyde.^ 

'^** Ilistarical Address,'^ p. 4, note at bottom. Mr. Hyde says : '* I 
<^find a deed on record at Springfield, Sept loth, 1740, from John Read 
** to Thomas Read, of < one full half right or share in a township lately 
" < granted by the Great and General Court of the Province to the 
" ' officers and soldiers which was formerly in the Fight with ye Indian 
«< Enemy at the falls on Connecticut River commonly called the Falls 
'''Fighty which township lyeth near or adjoining to Deerfield in ye 
« < County of Hampshire, of which Fight my honored Father, Thomas 
** ' Read, deceased was then and there one of the soldiers.' The town- 
** ship here referred to is Bernardston, and the fight, the battle at Turn- 
*'er's Falls, during Phillip's War, in 1676. It may have been con- 
''founded with the tract in Ware, owned by Mr. Read, who was a 
** lawyer of some eminence in Boston, and owned other large tracts of land. 
** There is a deed on record at Springfield, of 23,040 acres on the southerly 
** side of Deerfield, made by agents of the town of Boston to him." 
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The tradition seems to have been as follows, quot- 
ing from Barber: — "Ware remained unsettled for 
many years after the adjoining towns were settled, 
the soil being so hard and rough that it was con- 
''sidered unfit for cultivation. At an early period 
"nearly the whole territory now comprised in the 
town was granted by the general court to a military 
company from Narragansett, as a reward for expell- 
ing the Indians from that vicinity. So littie value 
"was placed upon it by the company, that they 
" shortiy after sold it to John Reed, Esq., of Boston, 
" for two coppers per acre " ; [Historical Collectums — 
Massachusetts^ by John Warner Barber, page 342.] 
This quotation from Barber is itself a quotation and 
seems to have been taken from an Historical Address 
delivered upon Thanksgiving Day, 1830, by the Rev- 
erend Augustus B. Reed, pastor of the First Congre- 
gational church of Ware. 

The true history of the Read tract is as follows 
[See Mr. Hyde's Address^ page 4] : " Shortiy after a 
"settiement was made at Springfield in 1636 that 
"town began to push out settlers beyond its limits 
" and soon had flourishing branches started over the 
"Connecticut border. This was a serious bone of 
" contention between the two colonies for more than 
" seventy years. At length, after many surveys, in 
" 1713 Massachusetts agreed to give to Connecticut 
" 105,793 ^ acres in unimproved lands, in return for 
" which Massachusetts was to continue to hold juris- 

1 Trumbull says 107,793 acres, bat that is incorrect. 
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" diction over a like amount settled by her within the 
"Connecticut border."^ The lands thus deeded by 
Massachusetts were called the Equivalent Lands, ^ and 
they included Belchertown, Pelham, part of Enfield 
and even ran up as high as New Hampshire. * These 
105,793 acres (of equivalent lands) were bid off for 
£6Si by W™ Pitkin in behalf of several persons 
mostly residents of Massachusetts at a vendue holden 
at Hartford April 24 and 25 17 16. 

The deed is recorded in " Colonial Record of Deeds, 
Patents etc. [manuscripts] HI, 194-199" (State of 
Connecticut) \ 

The towns in Connecticut and number of acres in 
each that Massachusetts continued to hold jurisdiction 
over are as follows:* Woodstock, 30,419 acres; En- 
field, 36,180 acres; Part of Springfield East of Con- 
necticutt River, 640 acres; Part of same West of said 
river, 287 acres; Suffield, 22,172 acres; Westfield, 
5549 acres; Gov. Dudley's, lands, 1500 acres; Hon. 
Wna Stoughton's lands, 818 acres; Rob't Thomp- 
son's lands, 2000 acres ; Col. W^ Dudley's lands, 2000 
acres; Col. W^ Whiting's lands, 1000 acres; Half 
of Sir Richard Saltonstall's tract in Enfield, 1000 acres; 
other small lots, 2228* acres; Total 105,793 acres. 

The proceeds of this sale were voted to Yale Col- 

1 Trumbull, ** History of Connecticut^^ Vol. I page 447. 

2 The part in Ware was afterwards called the " Manor of Peace " as 
being a peace offering to Connecticut. 

8C. W. BOWEN, ** Boundary Disputes of Connecticut,^^ page 58. 

4 See Colonial Records of Connecticut^ Edited by Chas. J. Hoadly. 

5 C. W. BowEN — Boundary Disputes of Conn, p. p. 58-59 except the 
item; ** other small lots 2,228 acres " which is given in Bowen as 4,228 



lege and the amount obtained gave great dissatisfac- 
tion to the General Court of Connecticut, the record 
of which may be seen in the " Journal of the Assem- 
bly" and "Colonial Boundaries, Vol. Ill," both in 
the State Library at Hartford. Considerable fault 
must have been found with Wm Pitkin, who bid off 
these lands, as we find in the records of October 17 16 
the following report of a committee of the Assembly: — 
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This Court having given William Pitkin, Esq. one 
of the Commissioners for sale of the Equivalent 
" Lands the opportunity of relating to them the man- 
agement in and about the sale and purchase of the 
Equivalents wherein he supposed himself to be a 
sufferer by many evil reports that had been raised 
about it to his prejudice, and also to the prejudice 
" of other Commissioners concerned in that affair, do 
*' upon a full hearing declare that the said Commis- 
*' sioners proceedings in the management of that affair 
" have been with a just regard to the interest of this 
" Colony, and that there is no reason that they should 
** be supposed as failing in their management of what 
" was committed to them. 

" Passed in the Upper House, 
"Test. Hez. Wyllys, Sec'y. 

" The lower house is of opinion that it is not con- 
acres. Both Mr. Hyde and Mr. Bowen follow Trumbull in giving 
the quantity of these lands as 107,793 acres, whereas the two original 
deeds give 105,793 *cres as the total. I therefore conclude that Mr. 
Bowen and the others were wrong in the total and have taken the liberty 
to read 2,228 acres instead of 4,228 as given, in order to make the items 
agree with the total. 
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** venient for them to pass any vote at all upon this 
''preceding bill, either to affirm or deny the same. 
"Test "John Hooker, Clerk." 

The purchasers of the Equivalent Lands were as 
follows : " Hon Gurdon Saltonstall of New London 
" in the said Colony, Esqr., Paul Dudley, Addington 
"Davenport, Thomas Fitch and Anthony Stoddard 
"of Boston in the said Province, Esqrs, William Brattle 
of Cambridge in the same Province, Clerk, Eben- 
ezer Pemberton of Boston aforesaid, Clerk, William 
" Dumer of the said Town of Boston, Merchant, for 
" himself and his brother Jeremiah Dummer, Esq., Jona- 
"than Belcher, Merchant, John White, Gentleman, 
" both of Boston aforesaid and William Clark on Comon 
"street in Boston aforesaid merchant, John Wain- 
wright of the same Town merchant for himself, 
Henry Newman Esq. and John Caswall Merchant 
"both of London, Samuel Appleton and Addington 
" Davenport Esq. as feofees in trust for dame Mary 
" Saltonstall wife of the aforesaid Gurdon Saltonstall 
" Esqr. Nathan Gold of Fairfield in said Colony Esqr. 
**for himself and Peter Burr of the same Town, Esqr. 
" John Stoddard of North Hampton in the said Prov- 
"ince Esqr. for himself and Elisha Williams of 
" Weathersfield in the said Colony Gentleman, and 
" John Read of Lone Town in said Colony , Gentleman.*' ^ 
Each of the above mentioned parties subscribed for 
^i^lj part of the 105793 acres. Upon the lo^of Jan'y 

^ Deed from Colony of Connecticatt to original purchasers of" Equiva- 
lent Lands " recorded in Sec'y of State's office, Hartford, bearing date 
June 29, 1 716. 
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1 7 16-17 Peter Burr and Nathan Gold deeded to ] / 
" John Reade, of Cono Town, in ye County of Fair- V 
field, in the Colony of Connecticutt their interest, 
"^eing tV P^rt, in the Equivalent Lands." ^ Here we 
have in two deeds Mr. Read spoken of as coming from 
Lone Town, Conn, and from Cono Town, Fairfield 
County, Conn. Neither name can be found on map 
or in gazetteer, and they probably are misspelled or 
refer to local names since lost 

Mr. Read's original sixteenth and the sixteenth 
bought of Gold and Burr' formed what was known 
as the ten thousand acre Read tract or " Manor of 
Peace," which constitutes the Western half of the pres- 
ent Town of Ware. Although no plan of this tract 
has been found, the following description of it, taken 
fi-om a petition to the General Court of 1755 and the 
report of a committee thereon in 1759, leaves no doubt 
as to its exact location. The petition and report are 
herewith given in full : — 

" Province of the ^ • " To his Excellency William 
Massachusetts > Shirley Esq'. 

Bay " ) Capt General and Governour in 

" Chief in and over s4 province and to the Hon^Je 

1 Book C. page 650 — Hampden County Deeds [Springfield was then 
County seat of Hampslure]. 

3 In a deed of mortgage on record at Springfield from John Read, 
dated Dec 12^ 1722, is the following : '<0f all that my ten thousand 
acres of land being near Brookfield in the Province of the Massachusetts 
Bay being that -f^ parts of the lands commonly called Equivalent lands 
which in the last division of the Equivalent lands fell to the Hon. Nathan 
Gould Esq. and Peter Burr Esq. and to the said John Read." [Hyde 
^ Hist Add. ^. 15.] 

8 Massachusetts Archives^ Vol. 46 p. 437 and p. 435. 
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"Council and House of Represen* in General Court, 
"or Assembly at Boston May 28* 1755 The Pe- 
"tition of Robert Nevins of Hartford Humbly 
" Sheweth — 

"That in April One Thousand seven Hundred & 
" Sixteen Matthew Allen and Roger Wolcutt, Esqr* 
" on the part of Connecticutt & Ebenezer Pomroy Esqf 
"on the part of this Province duly Authorized did 
pursuant to the Agreement between said Govem^s 
Survey and lay out Ten thousand Acres of Land for 
" part of the Equivalent which were granted by said 
" Province to s^ Colony. That the south bounds of 
" said ten Thousand Acres of Land were first Ascer- 
" tained the Survey thereof to begin at a Large white 
" Oak Tree standing ' on the East side of Swift River 
" ' and from said pine tree the line runs East & by 
"'North about One mile to ware River and from 
" ' thence on the same point three miles to a Great Red 
" ' Oak Tree marked & a heap of Stones by it standing 
" ' on the side of a Hill Close by a small run of water 
" ' about Eighteen Rods Southerly of the said Ware 
" ' River, this line is to be the Southerly Bounds 
" ' of the land now Surveyed.' That the s^ Ten 
" Thousand acres of Land as then Surveyed Exceeds 
" as your petitioner supposes the Quantity designed, 
"greatly so that the province is wronged thereby; 
That some time after the afores^ Survey the late 
HonWe John Pynchon Esqf had a Grant of five Hun- 
" dred Acres of land laid out northward of said ten 
" Thousand Acres which has been since Considerably 
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* Improved,* That the present Owners of said Ten 
' Thousand Acres with a Committee of the proprietors 
' of Greene which formerly called Quabbin* in April 
' last have Agreed upon and run a line as a dividing 
'line between said Towns and said Ten thousand 

* Acres different as Your Petitioner Apprehends from 
' the Original Survey which not only includes or takes 
' in more land then Original Grant, but also includes 

* a valuable part of said five Hundred Acres of Land 
' laid Out to s4 Pynchon which was purchased by your 
'petitioner, Wherefore your Petitioner most humbly 
' prays Your Excellency & Honr» would take the prem- 
'ises into your wise Consideration and Order that 
' the bounds of said ten thousand Acres may be prop- 
' erly ascertained by a Committee of this Court, and 

* the Complement fully made up by extending north 

* from said south bounds viz^. by wounding west by 
'swift River, and running northward thereby and 
' north by the Compass from the South East Comer 
'till the Complement be made up, the charge of 
' which to be born as your Excellency & Honours 
' shall Order. And your Petitioners as in duty bound 
'shall ever pray — 

"Robt Nevins" — 



1 Located in present town of Greenwich, Anno 1726, to fulfill a grant 
of five handred acres made to Capt. John Pynchon in A. D. 1666. Capt. 
Pynchon had previously located in 1700 another tract of 500 acres near 
Ware upon Coys Hill in present Town of Warren to partially fulfill a 
grant of 1000 acres made him in 1659 which location was accepted by the 
General Court A. D. 171 5 lAfass. Archives: Ancient Grants, Plans, etc 
VoL I pp. 188 and 283]. 

3 Greenwich was formerly Greene. Its Indian name was Quabbin. 
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Then follows an order of June 1 1 of the same year 
for John Chandler and a committee to " take this mat- 
ter under due consideration and report." 

The committee met Robert Nevins upon the ground, 
June 1 5, 1757, and reported back to the General Court, 
which decided in Jan. i7S9t in view of the complica- 
tions liable to arise from a readjustment of lines, not to 
accept the report The preceding petition is given as 
being perhaps the fullest description of the boundaries 
of the Read Tract that is on record. The boundaries 
suggested by the committee and rejected were as fol- 
lows : " Westerly with Swift River, Southerly with the 
"District of Palmer as the Proprietors have already 
" agreed ; Easterly Partly with said Palmer & partly 
"with Hardwick — as the Proprietors have setled, 
" Northerly partly with Hardwick & partly with the 
"Town of Greenwich (to wit) beginning at the reputed 
" Northeast corner of said ten thousand Acres being a 
" Stake and heap of Stones & from thence running 
" West 14 Degrees South eight hundred thirty eight 
" rods to a Stake & heap of Stones at the Lands of 
" Robert Morton, then South one hundred & fifty five 
" Rods to a Pitch Pine Tree originally mark'd being 
"the reputed old Line of Greenwich, then West thirty 
" seven Degrees South ninety five rods to an old white 
" Oak Stump supposed to be in said Greenwich Line, 
"then West fourteen Degrees South four hundred and 
"ninety four rods to a Stake & heap of Stones on the 
" East side of Swifl River " ^ 

^ For further location of Read tract, see old map of Elbows, and Map 
No. I, drawn by W. C. Eaton, Esq, herein. 
It seems a pity that no records of John Read's property in Ware ex- 
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THE HOLLINGSWORTH GRANT. 

Older than the Read Tract by virtue of grant but 
not so early located, and lying to the East of it, is the 
Hollinworth or Hollingsworth grant of five hundred 
acres, the history of which is as follows. 

Upon the 8^ Nov, 1673, the following petition was 
presented to the General Court: 

"To the honoured Govemour Deputie Gov- 

"emour Magistrates and Deputies Now 

"assembled and holding General Court in 

"Boston. 

"The humble Petition of Richard Hollinworth of 

" Salem most humbly sheweth 
"That your most humble Petitioner's ffather came 
"into this Countrcy about forty yeares Since and 
" brought a great ffamily with him and a good Estate 
" And being the first builder of vessells being a ship- 
" carpenter was a g^eat benefit to this Countrey and 
"as great or greater then anyone in the infancie of 
" the Countrie of a private man as it is fully knowne 
"yett gained not himselfe an Estate but Spent his 
"owne that he brought and Notwithstanding all his 
" Service and the largenes of his family being twelve 
" in Number, he never had more granted him by the 
" Countrie but fortie one Acres of upland and not one 

ist similar to those kept by The Proprietors of the Elbows tract, from 
which so many fieurms in the Eastern part of the present village have 
been located. The only deed found relating to this property is in 
Book D. page 190 Old Hampshire (now Hampden) County Registry of 
Deeds at Springfield, and as this is nothing more than a mortgage deed 
to « Madam Hannah Clark of Boston, widow," it serves to throw no 
fight upon the grantees and settlers of Esquire Read's estate. 
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''Acre of Meadow and the land lying Soe remote 

" from the towne of Salem it proved little worth to 

'' him or his and none of his Children have ever had 

" anything but have lived by their Labour with God's 

'' blessing and your petitioner hath used the Maretan 

'* imploym^ and through many Dangers and with much 

" Difficultie gotten a livelyhood for himselfe and his 

" family and being brought very Low by his loss by 

" the Dutch taking all from him is constrained to ap- 

" ply himselfe unto yor Selves whom God hath Sett as 

'' fTathers of this common wealth 

"And Doth most humbly beseech you Seriously 

" to consider the premisses and if it may stand with 

" your good likeing and Charitie to grant unto him a 

" Competent parcell of land that he may Sitt Downe 

" upon with his family — vizt. his wife and six children 

"for he would leave the Seas had he any compe- 

tencie of land whereby with his owne in Dustry and 

Gods blessing he might mainetaine his family And 

"he shall take it as a great favor And as in Dutie 

"bound shall ever pray &c." 

"In answer to this pet the deputyes Judge meet 

" to graunt the pet', five hundred Acres of land where 

" he can find it free from any former graunt, o^. Honor<l 

" Magsts consenting hereto 

"William Torrey Cleric. 
" 8 : 1 1 : 1673 






"Consented to by the Magis^s Edward Rawson 

" Secret" * 

1 JIfass, Afrk., Vol. 59, Page 127; Hyde, IHst. Add. pp. 10 and II. 
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*^ In ans^. to the petition of Richard HoUingsworth 
*' the Court judgeth it meet to grant the petitioner 
" five hundred acres of land where he can find it free 
"from any former grant Jan. 6 1673-4 Records of 
"Mass. Vol. 4 part 2 1661-64 p. 576. 

" The following Order pass'd in Council, & Concur'd 
" by the Representees Viz. 

" Upon Representation of a Grant made by the 
" General Court of the late Massachusetts Colony in 

the year 1673, of Five Hundred Acres of vacant 

Land to Rich<^ HoUingsworth, & Assigned by his 
" Heirs to Samuel Prince ; 

" Ordered in case there be no Record of the Laying 
" of it out, That there be a Survey of Five Hundred 
" Acres in some of the vacant Lands within the late 
" Colony of the Massachusetts, & Reported to this 
" Court for Confirmation." 

" Consented to J. Dudley " ^ 

As demonstrated by the above, HoUingsworth never 
located his grant, which appears to have been sold by 
his heirs to one Samuel Prince.^ On June 14th, 1715, 
the following order was issued by the General Court 
concerning this grant, and I am happy to state that with 
it was found the plot which Mr. Hyde was unable to find.* 

" A Plat of Five Hundred Acres of Land * presented 

1 G^n. Court J^ec^Yol. VIII, p. B75 (June 9 1708). 

SConf. Hyde, Hist Add. p. 11. 

8 Since Mr. Hyde's history, the accessibility of all mannsoripts in the 
State Archives has been marvellously increased. 

^ Richard HoUingsworth, the father of the original grantee of this 
tract, "came to Salem from England in 1635 with his family, and was a 
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"by Samuel Prince lying upon Hadly Road on 
"Ware River, surveyed by William Ward Surveyf 
"being a Grant of that Quantity of Acres by the 
" General Assembly to Richard Hollingswprth in 
"the year 1673: Voted a Concurrence with the 
"Order pass'd thereon in the House of Repre- 
" sentv«s Viz. 

" Ordered that the Plat on the other Side be allowed 
"& confirmed as the Five hundred Acres of Land 
"granted by this Court to Richard HoUingsworth 
** Anno 1673, If that Grant has not been laid out be- 
" fore, and this Plat does not interfere with any Prior 
"Grant— 

" Consented to, Jun. 14 — 171 5 J. Dudley."^ 

The map of the 500 acres referred to will be found 
at the end of this pamphlet (No. II) in conjunction 
with the other maps, and the position of the HoUings- 
worth relative to the other grants is most conclusively 
shown in an old map (No. IV) plotted from a survey 
of Nov. 25 & 26, 1742, of nearly the whole section 
now contained within the Town lines. This map has 






shipbuilder. He was a man of means, and built in 1640, on the Neck, 
a ship of 300 tons. He left two sons, William, who married Elinor 
** Story about 1655, and Richard, who was married to Elizabeth Powell 
" by Gov. Endicott in 1659. The former was the merchant. The latter 
" obtained a grant from the General Court in 1673-4 of 500 acres of land 
''but he and a part of his family soon emigrated to Virginia." (Hist, 
Collections of^ Essex Institute^ Vol. I, No 5, p. 158, note.) The last 
named Richard is the one whose grant of land we are treating of. Many 
other interesting data concerning this family can be found in the collec- 
tions above mentioned. 

1 Gen. Court Records y VoL IX, p. 396; Mass. Arch.^ Plans & Grants, 
Vol. I. p. 281. 



no description with it, except what is contained on 
the same page, and the author can only surmise its 
purpose, as no statement of the object of the survey 
is made. Coming as it does, however, within a year 
of the petition requesting that the inhabitants upon 
Ware River, eta be erected into a parish, there can 
be no reasonable doubt that it was a survey made of 
that section for the convenience of the General Court 
in considering such question. This map also locates 
three comers of the Read Tract, the whole of the 
Marsh Grant, and the old Brookfield line, and must 
altogether be considered the most valuable of the an- 
cient maps that has been found. 

The following deed, copied from the Springfield 
Records by Mr. Hyde, from whose address I have 
taken the liberty to recopy it, will trace the further 
history of the grant down to its settiement : 

" To all People unto whom this Present Deed of sale 
** shall come, Jonas Clarke of Boston, within the Coun- 
^'ty of Suffolk in New England, Mazier, Sendeth 
" Greeting. Know Ye, that I the said Jonas Clarke, 
'* for and in consideration of the sum of Four hundred 
** pounds to me in hand at and before the ensealing 
and delivery hereof well and truly Paid by Jabez 
Olmsted of Brookfield in the County of Hampshire ^ 
in New England aforesaid. Husbandman, the Rec't 
"whereof I do hereby acknowledge have given, 
"granted, bargaind, sold, conveyed, and confirmed, 
" and by these Presents do give, grant, bargain, sell, 

1 Worcester County was not established until 1731. 
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" convey, and confirm unto the said Jabez Olmsted, 
''his heirs and assigns forever, all that my certain 
" tract or parcel of land situate, lying and being within 
" the Province of the Massachusetts Bay, in the Road 
" from Brookfield to Hadly, containing by estimation 
" five hundred acres more or less, as the same is de- 
" lineated and decyphered in a Plan thereof on file 
" among the Records of the General Court or Assem- 
" bly of this Province, which said land, upon Wednes- 
" day, twenty fifth day of May, was allowed and con- 
" firmed as the Five hundred acres of land grantied 
" unto Richard Hollingsworth Anno 1673, by the said 
" General Court, and is the same land which the said 
HoUingsworth's heirs sold lately unto Samuel Prince, 
late of Rochester, Yeoman, who sold the same to 
Thomas Clarke of Boston aforesaid, merchant, of 
whom I purchased the same land, together with all 
" and singular the trees, woods, underwoods, profits, 
" privileges, 'and appurtenances, to the said granted 
" land belonging or in any wise appertaining and the 
" Reversion and Remainders thereof." [Here follow 
the usual covenants of warranty.] "To Have and to 
'' Hold the said given and granted land and premises 
"with the appurtenances, unto the said Jabez 01m- 
" sted his heirs and assigns forever, to his and their 
" only proper use, benefit and behoof from henceforth 
" and forever. In witness whereof I, the said Jonas 
" Clarke have hereunto set my hand and seal the sec- 
" ond day of April Anno Domini one thousand seven 
" hundred and twenty nine, and in the second year of 
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the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Second, 
King over Great Britain &c. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of 
^ ** Moses Rice, Benjamin Rolfe 

" Jonas Clarke & seal. 

" Received the day and year above written, off the 
" within named Jabez Olmsted the sum of four hun- 
" dred pounds, being the consideration money within 
" expressed Jonas Clarke. 
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Suffolk, S.S. Boston April 2 //^p— The above 
named Jonas Clarke personally appearing acknow- 
"ledged the above written instrument to be his act 
"and Deed. Before me Samuel Sewall, Jun. Just. 
"Peace Received April 24 1732 and recorded from 
" Original." ^ 



THE ELBOWS TRACT, MARSH GRANT, 

AND OTHERS. 

On Dec. 27, 1686, Joshua Lamb and others bought 
a tract of land from the Indians John Magus, Law- 
rence Nassowanno, James, Simon and Anogemog, the 
deed of which as given is as follows : " Know all men 
" by these presents, that we, John Magus, Lawrence 
" Massowanno,^ attorneys to Annogomok,* Sachem 

1 For further location of Grant, see maps. 

3 In the index of deeds this name appears as lAwrence Nesawanno, 
and on the Proprietor's records as Lawrance Nassowanno. (See Paige, 
HisU Hardwicky p. 15, note 3.) 

8 Anogomok. 
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of the tract of land called Wombemesscook/ James 
and Simon, sons and heirs of Black James, Sachem 
of the Nipmug country for divers good causes and 
considerations as thereunto moveing, and more espe- 
cially for and in consideration of y^ sum of twenty 
pounds, current money of New England, to us in 
hand paid by Joshua Lambe, Nath. Paige, Andrew 
Gardiner, Benj* Gamblin, Benjamin Tucker, John 
Curtis, Richard Draper, and Samuel Ruggles, of 
Roxberry in the County of Suffolk in New England, 
ye receipt whereof we do hereby acknowledge our- 
selves therewith to be fully satisfied, contented, and 
paid, have given, granted, bargained, sold, aliened, 
enfeoffed, and confirmed, and by these presents do 
fully, freely, and absolutely give/ grant, bargain, sell, 
aliene, enfeoffe, and confirm unto the said Lambe, 
Paige, Gardiner, Gamblin, Tucker, Curtis, Draper, 
and Ruggles, their heirs and assignes, a certain tract 
or parcell of land, containing by estimation twelve 
miles long, north and south, and eight miles wide, 
east and west, scituate, lying and being near Qua- 
baug, commonly known by the name of Wombeme- 
siscook being butted and bounded Southerly upon 
the land of Joseph Dudley Esq. lately purchased of 
the Indians, Easterly the southermost corner upon 
a pond called Sasagookapaug, and soe by a brook 
which runneth into the said pond, and soe up north- 
erly unto a place called Nequaes " [or Ueques] " and 
soe still northerly until it meets with a river Mename- 
sick and westerly by the river untill it come against 

1 Wombemesisecook. 
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** Quabaug bounds and joynes unto their bounds, or 
" however, or however, otherwise butted and bounded ; 
together with all and singular y^ rights, commodi- 
ties, liberties, privilidges and appurtenances, what- 
soever, to the same belonging, or however otherwise 
'' appertaining. To have and to hold the said tract or 
** parcel of land, scituate, containing, and being, as 
'' aforesaid, to the said Lamb, Paige, Gardiner, 
^'Gamblin, Tucker, Curtis, Draper, and Ruggles, 
** their heirs and assigns, in common tenancy, to their 
only proper use and behoofe forever. And the said 
John Magus, Lawrence Nassowanno, attorneys as 
'' aforesaid, James and Simon, heirs of Black James, 
''as aforesaid, do covenant, promise, and grant, for 
** themselves heirs, executors, and administrators, to 
''and with the said Joshua Lamb, Nathaniel Paige, 
"Andrew Gardiner, Benjamin Gamblin, Benjamin 
" Tucker, Richard Draper, and Samuel Ruggles, their 
" heirs and assignes, that they will the above granted 
"and bargained land and every part and parcel 
" thereof, with their and every of their appurtenances, 
warrant and defend from all and every person and 
persons whatsoever, claiming any right or title 
" thereto, or interest therein, from, by, or under us. 
" In witness whereof, the said John Magus, Lawrence 
" Nassowanno, attorneys as aforesaid, James and 
"Simon, have hereunto set their hands and seales, 
" this twenty-seventh day of December Anno Domini 
"one thousand six hundred eighty and six annoq. 
R. Rl Jacobi Secundi Angliae & Secundo. 
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Signed, sealed and delivered 

" in presence of us 

" John Gardiner 
" Samuel Auay 
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John Magus and seale 

Lawrence Nassowan- 

no, his mark and 

seale 

James, his mark and 

seale 
Simon, his mark and 

seale 
Anogemag, his mark 
and seale 

''John Magus, James and Simon, Indians, sub- 
" scribers to this instrument, personally appeareing ac- 
" knowledged the same to be their act and deed, June 
" 25*^ 1687 before me 

"William Stoughton. 

"On the 7^ day of May 1723 this deed was re- 
" ceived, and was then here registered from the original 

"Per John Pynchon Regr "* 

" It would be difficult now," says Mr. Hyde, "to trace 
" these lines except the one formed by Ware River 
" which it appears was called by the Indians Nename- 
" seck.^ It appears from the Proprietors' records where 
" the deed is recorded that they claimed the land from 
" Rutland, now Barre, on the North, to the Quabaug 
" River, in Warren, covering Hardwick, parts of Ware, 
"Palmer and Brookfield, and that part of Warren 
" north of the River." 

The heirs of the original purchasers organized to 

1 Old Hampshire Registry of Deeds (now at Springfield), Book D. 
p. 237; Paige, Hist Hardwick^ Chap II, pp. 15, 16 & 17. 

2 Temple, Hist. North Brookfield^ p. 32 note, gives this as Men-a- 
me-seek-et, contracted to Menameset, or sometimes written Wenimisset. 
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utilize this grant on the 20^ of February, 1726-7, 
and in the Journal of the House of Representatives, 
June 10, 1727, we find record of their petition to have 
their title confirmed. The General Court decided to 
give them a grant of only six miles square ; but, June 
28, the Council non-concurred.^ Settlements how- 
ever had already begun upon that part of the tract 
called The Elbows, which is now the Town of Palmer 
and part of the Town of Ware, at the instigation of the 
Proprietors of The Lamb Claim, i. e. Messrs. Lamb and 
Co., and on the day following the •nonconcurrence of 
the Council we find the Proprietors authorizing "Capt 
Green to go upon the proprietors* land and warn 
these settlers from making any improvements." 
Again: "Voted that Capt. Samuel Green should 
agree with those persons that have made a pitch 
upon the said land for the present year as he and 
" they shall agree, as our tenants." The General 
Court steadily refused to admit the claim of Lamb and 
Co.* to any such amount of territory as mentioned, 
and although many petitions were presented looking 
to this end, as many refusals followed ; until the matter 
was compromised by a grant of a tract of land six 
miles square in the year 1730, (the basis of the pres- 
ent Town of Hardwick). Thus ended the claim of 
Lamb and Co. to any territory in the present towns of 
Palmer and Ware. The fact that the claim of Messrs. 
Lamb and others to the whole territory, as mentioned 

1 Paige, Ifist, Hardwkk^ p. 19. 

2 Refused probably because no tract of such width could be located 
without encroaching on The Read Grant and Brookfield. Hist. Hard- 
vtick^ p. 24. 
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in the Indian deed quoted, was not allowed, and that 
a final settlement of the claim was reached in the Gen- 
eral Court by a grant of six miles square which in no 
way included the land in Ware East of the Read 
Manor or the Elbows Tract, caused those who had 
settled on these lands at the instigation of Joshua 
Lamb & Co. to feel that they had no clear and valid 
title to anything. Accordingly we find the following 
petition^ to the General Court under date of 1732 : 

" To His Excellency Jonathan Belcher Esq, Cap- 
" tain General and Governor in chief in and over his 
" Majestie's Province of the Massachusetts Bay in New 
England, The Honorable His Majestie's Council, and 
House of Representatives in General Court Assem- 
"bled, May 31, 1732. The petition of the Subscribers 
** dwelling and residing on a tract and parcel of land 
" lying and situate between Springfield and Brookfield, 
''Brimfield and the land called the Equivalent land 
" and Cold Spring, Humbly Sheweth. That they are 
'* sensible that the said land belongs to the said Prov- 
" ince, yet the reason why your petitioners entered on 
" the said land was as follows. Some from the encour- 
" agement of Joshua Lamb Esq. and Company, that 
'' the said land belonged to them, and that they would 
" give to such of your petitioners as entered thereon 
under them a good right and title to such a part 
thereof as they respectively contracted for. Yet 
notwithstanding your petitioners are now sensible 
''that the said Lamb & Co. have no right to the said 
" land, and that the same will prove greatly to your 

1 See Mr. Hyde's Address, pages 7 & 8. 
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''petitioners damage — that as to such as hold under 
"them without relieved by your Excellency and 
'* Honors — and that others of your petitioners en- 
"tered on from necessity, not having wherewith of 
" their own to provide. Yet nevertheless your peti- 
" tioners are duly sensible that they deserve your dis- 
countenance. But confiding in the reasons offered, 
they humbly request your compassionate considera- 
" tion — that they may be put under such regulation 
as may have a tendency to promote the flourishing 
of religion &c. Therefore your petitioners most hum- 
bly pray, that your Excellency and Honors would 
" take the premises into your wise consideration, and 
" either grant them the said tract of land or put them 
" under such restrictions and regulations as in your con- 
" summate wisdom shall be thought most reasonable, 
" and your petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray 
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" James Dorchester 
" Joseph Wright 
"Bernard M^^Nitt 
" Daniel FuUer 
" Andrew Mackie 
"James Shearer 
" James Stephens 
" Daniel Killam 
" David Spear 
" Thomas Little 
" Samuel Doolittle 
"James Brakenridge 
" Robert Harper 
" William Shaw 
" John Harvey 



John Bemen 
Duncan Quintin 
Isaac Magoon 
Isaac Magoon Jr. 
Micah Tousley 
Elijah Vose 
Elisha Hall 
Alexander Tackel 
Robert Farrell 
Joseph Fleming 
Aaron Nelson 
John Henderson 
David Nevins 
Joseph Brooks 
Robert Nevins 



Humphrey Gardner 

Nicholas Blancher 

William Crawford 

Samuel Nevins 

Joseph Gerish 

Samuel Shaw 

Andrew Rutherford 

Daniel Parsons 

James M'Clenathan 

James Lamberton 

Thomas M'Clenathan 

Robert Thompson 

Joseph Wright Jr. 

Samuel Brooks 

12 other names not to 
be read 
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''In the House of Representatives Nov. 24, 1732. 
'' In answer to this petition, voted, that CoL Alden 
'' and James Bradford, with such others as the Hon- 
*' orable Board shall appoint, be a committee to re- 
" pair to the land petitioned for, carefully to view the 
'' situation and circumstances thereof as well those of 
'' the petitioners, and also the quantity and quality of 
" the said land and to report their opinion at the next 
" May session, what may be proper for the Court to 
" do thereon, and that the petition be referred accord- 
" ingly. Sent up for concurrence. J. Quincy 

Speaker 

"In Council, Nov. 27, 1732. Read and concurred. 
'' Ebenezer Bezzell Esq. joined in the affair 

" J. Willard, Sec'y. Consented to, J. Belcher. 

" The Committee appointed by the General Court 
" at their session in Nov. last to repair to the land pe- 
" titioned for by Jas. Dorchester and sundry others — 
" Having in pursuance of the vote of said Court re- 
paired to said lands, and carefully viewed the inhab- 
itants thereof as well as those of the petitioners, and 
** also the quantity and quality of said lands, do re- 
" port our opinion thereon as follows, viz. : We find 
** the land petitioned for to be a tract of land com- 
" monly called the Elbows tract, lying near Spring- 
'' field and the Equivalent Lands, containing 17,014 
'' acres (viz. contents of five miles square, and 1014 
'' acres over) exclusive of particular grants taken up 
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'' and laid out within the same, bounded and included 
*' within the lines and boundaries of the adjacent land 
as hereafter laid down, viz. Easterly in part upon 
the west line of Brookfield township, from the N. 
" West comer the said line runs So. 2 deg. West to 
" the river, called Quabog alias Chicopee river, thence 
bounding on Brimfield township, as the said river 

m 

runs, easterly in part and southerly, and in part 
*' westerly so bx down said river, as to where the 
'' south end line of a tract of Equivalent land called 
''Cold Spring township crosses or skirts the said 
'' River, thence bounding Northerly on the said line 
as it keeps East by the needle of the surveying in- 
strument, to the South East corner of said tract or 
" township, which is the mouth of Swift River, thence 
"bounding Westerly in part on the said tract or 
"township of Equivalent land as the river runs to 
" where the south line of another tract of Equivalent 
"land containing loooo acres belonging to John 
" Read Esq. strikes up or runs from said river — thence 
" bounding Northerly upon said said line as it runs 
" E. by N. to the So. E. corner of said tract, being a 
" heap of stones by the root of a great red oak tree, 
fallen close by one on the west side of a run of 
water, about i8 rods Southerly of the river, called 
" the Ware River — thence bounding Westerly on the 
" east line of said tract, as it runs North by the Needle, 
" until an east line there will strike the N. E. corner 
" tree of Brookfield, as by a plan presented herewith 
" appears. 
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''We find the greatest part of said land to be a 
Pine land. High hills and low vallies, the hills very 
poor and mean, the vallies pretty good. We also find 
that the said tract of land lies in a broken form and 
is much discommoded by forms claimed by particu- 
lar grants from this court, which have taken up the 
best of the land. We also find that the circum- 
stances of the petitioners and settlers are difficult 
and much intricate and perplexed, some of them 
having entered and settled without regulation, and 
interfered and encroached upon other men's titles and 
improvements,^ and in many instances, two several 
settlers on the same spot, under different pleas and 
pretences of right — some having lately laid out, 
some partly laid out, and others only pitched, in- 
terfering one with another as aforesaid. We would 
further inform this honorable court that we have 
taken great pains and care to inspect and inquire 
into every particular instance relating to the said 
tract of land and find it needful to prevent further 
charge and difficulty — to report particularly, viz. — 
That we find there are entered and settled and 
about settling on the said tract of land the number 
of eighty persons the most whereof are families and 
built houses, and made considerable improvements 
and are now and have been constantly for more 
than three years supplied with a minister to preach 
the word of God unto them who had been supported 

1 In compiling the map, great difficulty was experienced owing to the 
confusion of boundary lines which encroached upon various properties in 
a most perplexing manner. 
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" by a free contribution. We also find that about 84 
" of the above number were introduced and led on or 
''encouraged to settie and make improvements by 
'' Joshua Lamb Esq. & Co. and their committee, who 
'' claimed the said tract of land by virtue of an Indian 
''purchase, and the rest of the number had actual 
" contracts with them for certain parcels thereof and 
" received deeds of conveyance and orders from them 
for laying out of their lots, and have had the most 
of them laid out accordingly. We are therefore 
" humbly of the opinion that the several persons and 
" families hereafter named that were so admitted and 
" settled under and by the said claimers, have their 
" several and respective lots confirmed to them, their 
"heirs and assigns in such proportions and under 
"such restrictions and limitations and considerations 
" as follows and are hereafter mentioned, viz." 

[Here follow specific grants to eighty five different 
individuals, and rules for apportioning other parts of 
the territory described.] 

" And that all and each of the afore named Person 
" or Grantee Both first and last mentioned (excepting 
" the Rev'd Mr. John Harvey) do pay into the Public 
" Treasury of this Province the sum of Five Hundred 
" Pounds within two years as also forthwith to Pay the 
" further sum of Sixty Seven Pounds, Eleven shillings 
"and Nine pence the Charge and Expense of this 
" Committee on the affair. Each man or Grantee his 
" Equal part or Proportion of said sums according to 
" the Quantity of his Grant of first allotment, and if 
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" any of the aforenamed persons or Grantees Either 
'* first or last mentioned Do not fulfill the aforesaid 
" conditions within the Term of time herein Limited 
" Their lots be forfeited and other way Disposed of as 
" this Court shall order. And that all Public Charges 
"arising for the future (Until they be settled and In- 
" vested with the powers and privileges of a Township) 
shall be raised upon their several lots according to 
the Quantity of acres and that all such of the afore- 
said persons or Grantees as are Intitled to Draw after 
" Rights and Divisions shall pay a Double Proportion 
" to all such charges according to the Quantity of the 
" Grants or first lots. And that they the aforenamed 
" Settlers and Grantees Do Erect and Build a Suitable 
"House for Public Worship, and settle a minister 
" within two Years and that they be allowed to Bring 
" in a Bill for erecting and setting themselves off a 
"Township accordingly." 

This report was signed by Ebenezer Buzzell, and 
adopted. 

The preceding report, as will be seen, recommends 
not only that the titles of the settlers be made valid 
but that a very vague sort of community government be 
given them, hardly to be ranked with even the loose form 
of precinct government usually allowed in such cases. 
Certainly no other form of charter was given The El- 
bows, but it seems to have exercised a sort of author- 
ity over its inhabitants until its incorporation as a Dis- 
trict in 1752 under the name of Palmer. In 1742-3 
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it paid for the first time a Province tax of ;^20, and 
continued to pay such tax in various amounts there- 
after yearly. 

The Elbows Tract thus treated by the General 
Court, as has been said already, took in the South 
East portion of the present Town of Ware. North of 
this region, however, and within the boundaries of the 
original Indian grant as claimed by Lamb & Co. but 
outside of the confines of the so-called Elbows, was a 
large tract of sterile and hilly land which was occupied 
about the year 1730, by what we should now term 
"squatters." These, fearing probable confiscation of 
their lands by the General Court, which was apt to 
frown on settlers doing business in that irregular way, 
petitioned that Court for relief in the year following 
the similar petition of the Inhabitants of The Elbows. 

The petition, order and report thereon, etc., are as 
follows : 

" To his Excellcy Jonathan Belcher Esq'. Cap* Getfl 
" & Com<}r in Chief of His Majest* Prov^ of the Mas- 
sachus*^ Bay in New England &c : The HonWe His 
Majes*? Council & House of Representatives in Gen J^ 
"Court assembled at Boston Oct 3'^ 1733. The pe- 
" tition of us The Subscribers Humbly Sheweth That 
*' your Petit'* are now actually dwelling on a Tract of 
" the unappropriated Lands of this Prov^ in the Coun- 
"ty of Hampshire bounded South partly by That 
" Tract of Land called the Elbows & Partly by Brook- 
" field Township, East by Ware River, North by Land 

5 
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"iL.ely Granted to Col} Lamb & Comp* & West by 
*' that Part of the Equivalent Lands belonging to John 
" Read of Boston Esq^ , Containing fourteen Hundred 
" & forty three Acres, as p a Plat of s^ Land herewith 
" Presented more Particularly appears, & on S^ Tract 
" of Lands we have lived Some of us three Years where 
" we have Spent the most of that little Substance we 
" had, & we Assure your HonFs it was not the Extra- 
" ordinary goodness or Quality of the Lands, that 
" moved us to go up on it, for A. Considerable part 
" of Sd. Tract is Ledges of Rocks, & Very Rockey, 
" so as to render it unprofitable & almost Useless (as 
*' those that are Acquainted with it can Testifie) but 
" that which induced us to Settle on it was our neces- 
"sity, our principle dependance for the Support of 
*' our Selves & families is Husbandry & we had not 
"^a foot of Land to imploy our Selves & families upon, 
V*' were Exposed to Idleness & pinching Want, & being 
" then unsensible how highly the Court resented Such 
'* a way of Setling, & Apprehending that the principle 
" thing Insisted on was that there Should be no Trade- 
" ing, or Stock Jobbing, but an Actual Settlement, & 
" Improvement in Husbandry, by the Grantees them- 
" selves with which we were ready to Comply. Where- 
'^ fore being thus unhappily intangled on S<^ Land with 
** great Submission, we most Humbly move that this 
"Great & Hon^^^^^ Assembly, would condescend to 
" Exercise their Charity & Pitty towards us, in Grant- 
" ing us (out of S<i Land includeing the Spots we have 
" Already begun on) so much Land as may be a Com- 
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" petency for us to Improve for A. lively hood, foijjpur 
" Selves & Children, we have no thot of any Other 
*' but with Submission to spend the remainder of our 
" Lives and Substances on the Spot, are Content & 
*' ready Submit to Submit to any Injunctions or Limi- 
" tations within our reach, this Great & Hon'^^le Court 
'' Shall think meet to Lay upon us, who as in Duty 
" bound Shall Ever Pray &c 

V 

his mark 
" John ^ demons 

'* Thomas marsh 

" William Clemmans 

*' Jonothon Rood 
his $ mark 

" Judah Marsh " 

"In the House of Representatives Oct® 29th 1733 
***Read & Ordered that the prayer of the petition as 
" particularly set forth in the Note on the plat of the 
'' Lands hereto annexed 

Sent up for Concurrence 

J. Quincy Sp. ^^ ^ 
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In the House of Representatives October 29*?} 1733 
Read and Ordered that the prayer of the petition, 
" and the Lands delin[ ♦ ♦ ♦ • ] and described in the 
" within plat are hereby given granted and confirmed 
"[****] the petitioners their heirs and assigns respec- 
" tively for Ever, provided [♦♦♦?] do each of them 
" within the space of five years from this date have 

1 Mass, Archives f Vol. 46, page 58. • • • • Manuscript obliterated. 
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" ^ ♦ ♦ • • ] Acres of Land brought to English Grass or 
"broke up by plowing, and [♦♦♦♦] Each of them 
" have a good dwelling house on the premisses of eigh- 
" teen [♦♦••] ^ and that they actually bring to the 
** settlement of the said [ ♦ ♦ • ♦ ]ds by themselves 
" or their children [ • ♦ ♦ ♦ Jfresaid provided also it 
'*[♦*♦* ]eeds not the quantity of fourteen hundred 
" and forty three Acres & [ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ]oes not interfere 
" with any former Grant. Sent up for Concurrence. 

"J. QuincySpkf 

"In Council Oct^ 30 1733 

"Read and noncurred and Ordered that Ebenezer 

" Burril Esq. with such as shall be joined by the House 

" of Reptives be a Committee to repair to the Land 

" petitioned for, view the same and report the value 

thereof and [♦♦♦♦] they judge proper for this Court 

to do thereon, at the next May Session 

" Sent down for Concurrence 

" J. Willard Secry. 

"In the House of Representatives Oct<; 31 1733 
"Read and Nonconcurd 

"J. Quincy Sp^^f 






In the House of Repves. Jan>7 3 1737 

Read and Ordered that the petition be revived & 
that the plat be accepted and the Lands therein de- 
lineated and described be & hereby are confirmed to 
the said Thomas Marsh, William Clements, John 
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Manuscript obliterated. 2 Probably ^ feet square." 
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Clements Jonathan Rood, Judah Marsh & Samuel 
Marsh their heirs & assigns respectively provided 
'* each of the Grantees do within the space of ffive 
years from this date have Six Acres of the granted 
premises brought to English Grass, or broke up by 
plowing, and each of them have a good dwelling House 
*' thereon of Eighteen feet square and seven feet stud 
** at the least & each a ffamily dwelling therein ; that 
" they Actually bring to the settlement of y« said lands 
" by themselves or their Children as abovesaid, pro- 
''vided also the plat exceeds not the quantity of 
"fourteen hundred and forty three Acres and does 
" not interfere with any former Grant. & also that 
"the Grantees do within twelve months pay to the 
" province treasurer ffive pounds Each for y« use of this 
" province ^ 

" Sent up for Concurrence 

"J. Quincy SpV 

« 

"In Council Jan7 4, 1737. Read & Concur'd 

" Simon Frost Dep SecT 
" Consented to J. Belcher.* 

Those settlers who dwelt in that part of the tract 
then called The Elbows, now within the Town limits 
of Ware, continued to act with the Elbows until 1742, 
when they joined with the dwellers upon the Read, 
Marsh and HoUingsworth tracts in a petition to the 
General Court to be set off as a Town or Precinct by 
themselves. (Conf subsequent chapter on Incorpora- 

1 For further location see maps. 3 Afass, Archives^ Vol. 46 p. 61. 
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tion of the Town.) In that part of The Elbows tract 
lying within the present boundaries of War^ was a di- 
vision lot, laid out by The Elbows Proprietors in 1738 
to Jeremiah Olmstead, a son of Jabez Olmstead or 
Olmsted, purchaser of The Hollingsworth Tract, and 
spoken of in their records as granted to him, Jeremiah 
Olmstead, by the General Court in 1733. The lot 
was located probably East of the Hollingsworth grant 
and North of where the remnants of the old bridge 
over Ware River may still be seen, at very low water, 
at Mr. Eaton's Grove, above the large dam of the 
Otis Co.^ If this tract was actually granted by the 
General Court, no record remains of such grant, and 

• 

we have only the statement in the Records of the 
Proprietors of the Elbows to authenticate it Per- 
haps this only refers to the general confirmation of 
titles in 1733 to Eighty different individuals, Jeremiah 
Olmstead among the number, by the General Court. 

By comparison with Map I it will be seen that the 
South line of the Read Manor runs in a Northeast and 
Southwest line. When the combined inhabitants of 
the Read, Hollingsworth and Marsh tracts and part 
of The Elbows tract petitioned for a corporate charter 
of their own, they asked that their South line should 
be one drawn from the South-west corner of the Read 
Manor, which would give them not only the Read tract 
but a strip upon the Southern side of that tract shaped 
like a triangle, with its apex at the Read South-west 
corner and ever widening as it went Eastward. The 
General Court however granted them only the tract 

1 See Map II. 
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comprised in the Read Manor and that part East of 
that manor and North of a line run due East from its 
South-east corner.^ 

This left a number of inhabitants dwelling to the 
South of the latter line and North of the former line, 
outside the confines of the new precinct and within the 
Parish limits of The Elbows. Among those dwelling 
thus was the Magoon family, who apparently were not 
pleased at this arrangement, for in the General Court 
Records, (Vol. 24, p. 10) is an order of date May 29, 
1 76 1 on the petition of Isaac and Alexander Magoon 
as follows : ^ 

"May 29, 1 76 1 A. Petition of Isaac Magoon and 
" Alexander Magoon Sons and heirs to the whole of 
" the Estate of Isaac Magoon late of Ware River Par- 
ish in the County of Hampshire deceased — Setting 
forth — That they own about four hundred Acres of 
" Land in the Northerly part of Palmer, which lyes 
" five miles distant from Ware River Meeting House, 
" and the Road naturally good And Praying that they 
" may be annexed to said Ware River Parish. 

"In the House of Representatives, Read and Or- 
"dered That the Petitioners serve the District of Palmer 
" with a copy of this Petition, that so they shew cause 
(if any they have) on the first Thursday of the next 
Sitting of this Court why the Prayer thereof should 
" not be granted. 

" In Council Read and Concurred 

1 The triangular strip thus formed was called '' The Garter, Map FV. '' 

2 The original petition itself could not be found. 
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" General Court Records VoL. XXIV p. lo 
''Nov. 1 8 1 76 1 A Petition of Isaac Magoon and 
" Alexander Magoon — Praying as entered 29*)^ May 
'' last that Four hundred Acres of land the Estate of 
'* their late Father Isaac Magoon, lying in Palmer may 
" be annexed to Ware River Parish. 

*' In Council Read again and it appearing that the 
" Petitioners had pursued the order of Court with re- 
''gard to a notification. Ordered that the Estate men- 
" tioned in said Petition be, and it hereby is annexed 
" to the Parish of Ware River and the Inhabitants or 
" Possessors of the said Estate to do duty and receive 
" priviledge therein. 

** In the House of Representatives Read and Con- 
" curred 

" Consented to by the Governor " ^ 

The Magoon four hundred acres will explain the 
irregular formation of the boundary lines upon the 
Southern side of the Town, for while the actual sur- 
veyed lines of the Town do not coincide with the lines 
of the Magoon and other farms as given in the Pro- 
prietor's Records (Elbows), they approximate to such 
coincidence, and there can be no doubt but that they 
were originally the boundaries of the farm mentioned. 
Upon the Eastern side of the present Town the map 
shows a farm marked "Jos. Brooks" on the Western 

1 General Court Rec,, vol. xxiv, page no. 

The Tinvn Records (copy in possession of Y. M. L. A.) p. 58, say 
under date of 7P^ Oct. 1761 : " 10. voted to except of Isaac Magoon as 
an Inhabitant, if he Should get Set of from Pahner." 
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side of Ware River, while opposite this the boun- 
daries bulge out considerably to the Eastward. Just 
how and when this came to be attached to Ware we 
have been unable to discover, but by telling all that 
h^s been found out we may be enabled to help some 
one more lucky than ourselves. 

The old Brookfield line ran on the extreme Western 
bound of Brooks' farm, West of Ware River at that 
point; in fact, Brooks' 60 acres West of the river 
formed the N. W. corner of the Town of Brookfield. 
Brooks was one of the signers of the petition for a 
charter for Ware River in 1 742, and that petition asks 
to have set off to such Parish all contained within the 
bounds of a line run East from Read's South West 
corner until it meets Brookfield line, then North on 
said line until it meets Ware River, and " thence on 
Ware River to Hard wick." 

Now these lines would include Brooks' sixty acres 
West of Ware River, but nothing East. 

When the General Court granted this petition they 
changed only the South line and gave the privileges 
asked to all North of that line, thus virtually setting 
off that part of Joseph Brooks' farm West of the river 
to Ware. 

Upon Map No. IV, appended to this pamphlet, it 
will be seen, too, that the Brookfield line is marked 
only to the river. This map bears date Nov. 25 and 
26, 1742, and was undoubtedly plotted for the con- 
venience of the General Court in making the very set- 
off we have just been describing. Now although no 
6 
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trace can be found either in Town or General Court 
Records of any transfer of territory from Brookfield to 
Ware, there is an old map, connected with a petition 
of one Harrington, of Brookfield Township, showing 
sections set off to Ware, Western, and New Braintree. 
Herewith is given a copy of what is written thereon : 

"This plan of Brookfield original Township and the 
" part taken off to Western was printed off from a 
" plan taken by a Surveyor under oaths : What Har- 
" rington prays for, and what is sett to New Braintree 
" District, and what is set to Ware river, was marked 
out only by Judgement." 

The petitions them- 
selves, with which this 
plan is accompanied, 
bear date Sept $ 1753, 
and herewith is given a 
facsimile of that corner 
of the plot which shows 
the part "set to Ware 
river." It has not been 
deemed necessary to 
give the entire map. 
There can be no doubt that the part East of the 
River is meant to correspond to that part now shown 
on Map I, which bulges out East of the river. In 
1753, then, this part already belonged to the Precinct 
of Ware River. Whether the whole was the property 
of Jos. Brooks, and gradually came to be reckoned as 
part of Ware without legal warrant for the same, or 
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whether there was a vote laying it off to Ware, all 
trace of which is now lost, cannot now be said. It is 
the only strip of land we have been unable to account 
for as being a part of Ware by any grants or laws ap- 
portioning it to the Town. 

That farm in the South-east corner of the present 
Town, which lies in the angles caused by the irregular 
lines on the Eastern side, was the property of Daniel 
Coney, who secured in 1823 the passage of an act of 
Legpislature which annexed him to Ware. The Act 
reads as follows : 

" An Act to annex Daniel Coney, with his 
" Estate, to the Town of Ware. 

" Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
*' sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the 
" authority of the same, that Daniel Coney, withso much 
" of his estate as is within the bounds of the Towns of 
" Brookfield and Western, in the County of Worcester, 
" be, and they are hereby set off from said towns and 
"annexed to the Town of Ware, in the County of 
Hampshire ; and he shall hereafter be subject to all 
the duties and entitled to all the privileges of an in- 
habitant of said Town of Ware : Provided however, 
" said Daniel Coney shall be liable to pay all taxes 
''that have been legally assessed on him, by said 
" Towns of Brookfield and Weston.^ 

*' [Approved by the Governor, February 8^^ 1823] " 

Daniel Coney's farm was the last addition to the ter- 
ritory of the town by Act of Legislature or otherwise. 

1 Laws of Mass. Vol. IX, p. 114, Chap. LXXVI. 
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To recapitulate : 


l/a. A cm 
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Grant 


DaUof 
Location 


Read Manor. . . . 
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I713 
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Hollingsworth Tract 
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1673-4 


1715 


Elbows " 


2959 


1732 


1732 


Marsh Grant . . . 


1443 


1737 


1733 


Magoon Farm . « . . 


400 


I76I 


1732 ^a 1755' 


Brooks Farm . . . 


60 


1742 
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T^nd opp. Brooks 








Farm 
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Coney Fann . . . 




1823' 





1 Set off from The Elbows to Ware. 

2 « « « Western & Brookfield to Ware. 
8 Acquired from Brookfield. 

It may be of interest to state the ancient names of the adjacent towns. 
They were as follows : 

Warren was Western. 

Hardwick '< Lambstown. 

Palmer '< Kingston, & previously The Elbows. 

Belchertown « Cold Spring. 

Greenwich ^ Quabbin. 



II. INCORPORATION OF WARE, 

AS PRECINCT, DISTRICT, AND TOWN. 

THE first intimation of a desire on the part of the 
inhabitants of this vicinity to take on an incor- 
porated form of government is found in the following 
petition : * 

" To his Excellency W» Shirley Esq. — Captain 
' General and Governour in Chief, the honorable the 
* Council and Representatives in General Court as- 
*sembled 26th May 1742. The petition of Thos. 

' Marsh and others to the number of 33 householders 
'about & between Wear River & Swift River near 
' Brookfield, humbly sheweth. That your Petitioners 
' are settled on a tract of land bounded, beginning at 
' the South West^ Corner of the ten thousand acres of 
'Equivalent Lands aforesaid, thence running due 
'East to Brookfield bounds, thence on Brookfield 
'to Ware River, thence on Ware River to Hard- 
'wick, thence on Hardwick to the ten thousand 
' acres of Equivalent Lands aforesaid and thence on 

1 General Court Records, Vol. XVII (8) p. 396, and W? Hyde Hist. 
Add, p. 16. 

2 The petition begs that the South bound be run E. from South West 

comer of the Read tract, while the report which was accepted actually 

runs this bound from the South East corner, thus granting 489 acres 

less than was petitioned for. Mr. Hyde gives So. West Comer in both 

cases, but in this is incorrect. — Gen, Court Records, Vol. XVII (8) 

p. 529. 
• 46 
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' the bounds of the said said Ten thousand acres in- 
^ eluding the same unto the first mentioned boundings. 
' They dwell at a great distance from any place of 

* public worship, most of them six or seven miles and 
' therefore cannot enjoy that privilege in their present 
' condition but as their Hearts are sincerely desirous 
' of the Public Worship of God they persuade them- 

* selves they shall be able chearfuUy to bear the charge 
' that will attend it But as some of them belong to 

* the town of the Elbows, some to Brookfield and the 
' rest of them live on farms of the Province Grants 
' they cannot properly and lawfully Proceed to erect 
' & maintain the Public Worship of God among them 
' without the aid of this Court, & therefore Pray this 
'honorable Court by a suitable Committee of this 

* Court, to inquire into their state & circumstances & 

' make them a separate & distinct Township or Parish 

' & your Petitioners as in duty bound shall ever pray 

'&c. 

" (Signed) 

" John Read, for the Petitioners 



' Jabez Olmstead 
'Jerm. Olmstead 
' Israel Olmstead 
' Jacob Cummings Jr. 
' Nahum Davis 
* James Cummings 
'Jos. Marsh 
' Richard Rogers 
' Jacob Cummings 
< Sam'l AUen 



Paul Thurston 
Edm'd Ayers 
Isaac Magoon Jr. 
W» Patterson 
Joseph Simons 
Job Corly 
Sam'l Marsh 
Judah Marsh 
Ephraim Marsh 
Thomas Marsh 



Joseph Marks 
Joseph Marsh 
Joseph Brooks 
Benj. Shiple 
John Anderson 
Thos. Chapin 
Dan'l Thurston 
Isaac Magoon 
John Post 
Sam'l Davis 
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"In the House of Representatives June 8^ 1742 
" Read & Ordered that Capt Partridge & Capt Con- 
" verse with such as the Hon^.\« Board shall joine be 
" a committee to view the state & circumstances of the 
" Petitioners, they giving seasonable notice to the In- 
" habitants or Proprieters of Brookfield & the Elbows 
(so called) & the Inhabitants of Western who may be 
affected that they may be present at the meeting of 
" said committee if they see cause : The Committee to 
" report as soon as may be, what they judge proper for 
" the Court to do in answer to this petition. 

"In Council: Read & Concur'd, and Joseph Wil- 
" der Esqf. is joined in the affair 

" Consented to W. Shirley 

"Dec. 7<^ 1742 Joseph^Wilder Esq^. from the Com- 
" mittee of both Houses on the Petition of Thomas 
" Marsh & others gave in the following report vizt* 
" The Committee appointed on the Petitions of 
" Thomas Marsh & others living near Wear River in 
the County of Hampshire have attended on said 
service, been upon the spot and viewed the Lands 
" prayed for to be erected into a Township, inquired 
" into the circumstances of the Petitioners, heard the 
" objections of some of the Inhabitants of Kingston 
" and are of opinion that the Petitioners at present are 
" not in sufficient order to erect a Town with privileges 
" &c. ; but in as much as they live at a very great dis- 
" tance from any place of publick Worship and meet 

1 General Court Records, Vol. XVII, (8) p. 529. 
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" with great difficulty thereby, We are further of Opin- 
" ion that the Petitioners living Northward of a line 
" running due East from the South East comer of the 
" land belonging to John Read Esqr to Western Line, 
" be freed from all Taxes to any other place or Town 
" during the pleasure of the General Court, so that 
"they may be able to provide Preaching among 
" themselves 

" In the Name and by Order of the Commtff 

"Jos. WUder 

" In Council ; Read & Ordered that this Report be 

" Accepted, and that the lands within the Limits above 

" mentioned and the Inhabitants thereon be erected 

into a Precinct, and that the said Inhabitants have 

the Powers & Privileges which other Precincts do or 

" by law ought to enjoy, and that they be and hereby 

are obliged to maintain the publick Worship of Grod 

among them in the support of a learned orthodox 

" Minister. 

"In the House of Represent^?? Read & Con- 

" curred 

" Consented to W: Shirley " 
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Ware thus became a Precinct,^ and began its cor- 

1 It is impossible to give any very accurate distinctions between the 
terms Parish, Precinct, District and Town, but perhaps the following, 
the substance of which was obtained from Mr. Abner C. Goodell of 
Salem, compiler of " Acts and Resolves of the Province of Massachu- 
setts Bay," and one of the best authorities upon such matters, may be 
of interest : 

" In old colonial times," says Mr. Goodell, " all collections of settlers 
f (sometimes called Plantations or Settlements) not within the limits of 
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porate existence on the 7^} of December, 1742. The 
first warrant^ for a precinct gfathering was issued 
Feb'y 18*?; 1742-3, by WmPynchon, Esq., Justice of 

"a Town, were grouped under the generic name of * peculiars,* In 
« coarse of time these came to be called' districts ' occasionally ; though 
" this last name was properly applied to a corporation made either from 
*' one of these * peculiars * or from one or more precincts or parishes in 
** a town, by special act of th€ Legislature^ and vested with all the powers 
**of a town except the right to act independently in the choice of a rep- 
" resentative to the General Court, they usually being united with some 
** adjoining community in that business. Districts were towns, to all 
** intents and purposes save representation in the General Court, and were 
" invented [by the English Crown] to prevent the popular branch from 
** having too much weight in a joint vote with the Council. They were 
*' never looked upon with favor by the popular party and were all abol- 
"ished by Chapter 3 of the acts of 1775, though, strange to say, the 
** Legislature made one exception afterwards in the case of the district of 
** Carlisle which was the only district in existence at the time of the 
** adoption of the Constitution. In other words, by the above revolu- 
** tionary act all the districts in Mass. were turned into towns, 

" Parishes were parts of towns set off for the support of religious 
** worship when the number of the congregation was sufficiently large 
** and could be better accommodated by a new meeting house. The old 

" or original society then became the First Parish in the town 

" These parishes were parts of intms and the town government extended 
** over them except in the single particular of supporting the minister 
"and meeting-house, in which they were usually independent. The 
** inhabitants and the lands of the parish, so &r as its secular affairs 
" were concerned, were called a precinct. 

" This was properly applicable to the inhabitants (and the lands) in 
" their capacity as voters in the choice of fence-viewers, hay- wards, and 
** other local officials which from time to time precincts were allowed to 
" choose independent of the general town government, although they 
"were still under the selectmen and constables, etc. of the town to 
" which they belonged. The territory of the precinct and parish and 
** their inhabitants also being identical (for in those days everybody was 
"obliged to help support the minister and to maintain the meeting- 
house) the names were used indiscriminately both popularly and in 
the Acts, although the precinct, as such, was not concerned in religious 
" affiiirs, nor the parish in secular affiiirs. The records, however, were 
"kept by the same person, in the same books, usually without any 
" separation of functions except what the entries themselves showed, 
" and this still further obscured the real distinction.'' 

1 Tozvn /Records, p. 3. 
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the Peace, of Springfield, at that time the shire town 
of Hampshire County, to Jacob Cummings ; and the 
meeting was called for the third Tuesday of March 
following at the house of Jabez Olmstead. Accord- 
ingly, on the 15*?} of March 1742-3 the meeting was 
held, and the following were the first officers of the 
precinct chosen : Moderator, Jacob Cummings; Clerk, 
John Post; First Committee- Man, Jacob Cummings; 
Second Committee- Man, Edward Ayers ; Third Com- 
mittee-Man, Joseph Simons; Assessors, John Post, 
Edward Ayers and Joseph Simons ; Treasurer, Jacob 
Cummings; Collector, Samuel Davis; Surveyors of 
Highways, Sam'l Hudgens and Israel Olmstead. 

That there was difficulty, owing to a dispute as to 
the boundaries of the parish, in making everybody 
bear his due share of the expenses under the new pre- 
cinct government, is shown by the following from the 
State Archives, bearing date of June 19^ 1750:* 

" A Petition of Timothy Brown for himself and di- 
" vers others. Inhabitants of the settlement upon Ware 
" River, Showing that in the Year 1742, the said Lands 
" there including the Equivalent Lands belonging to 
" Jno Read Esq', now dec<} were erected into a Pre- 
" cinct, that divers Persons inhabiting within the Lim- 
" its of the said Precinct take Advantage from some 
" ambiguous Expression in the vote for constituting 
" the same to refuse a Compliance with their duty as 
"Members thereof. Therefore praying for an Ex- 

1 General Court Records, Vol. XIX, p. 210. 
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planation of said Vote. In the House of Repre- 
** sent^es Red & Ordered that the Bounds of the within 
'' mentioned Parish be established as follows : viz. Be- 

" ginning " [Here follows the same description 

of boundaries as given in the original petition, except 
that the line runs due East from the South East comer 
of the Read tract instead of from the South West cor- 
' ner, as asked for.] 

"And whereas the said Parish have failed of choos- 
" ing their Officers for the present year, Ordered that 
" the Committee for the last year be & they hereby 
are impowered to Issue their Warrant to convene 
the Inhabitants of said Parish qualified by Law to 
vote &c. to choose Oflicers for the present year & to 
''raise Sum or Sums of Money as shall be thought 
" necessary to defray the Charges of said Parish. 

" In Council: Read & Concur'd — Consented to by 
" the Lieu\ Govern^ " 

The preceding clearly shows that the loose Parish 
form of government was ill-adapted to enforce the de- 
crees of the community, to raise its money, and even 
to keep alive what little authority it already possessed. 
And the people themselves seem to have come to that 
conclusion in the next decade, for the warrant issued 
Feb'y 6*^ 1761 for a meeting to be held March 9*Jj fol- 
lowing contained as its fourth article the following: 

" To see what Corse you will take in if you will agfree 
"to git town privaleages;" and at the meeting held 
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March gtjj they "Voted to Send A. Petition to the 
" General Cort to see if they Allow us Town Priva- 
"liges, and Jos. Foster to see that it is done;" later, 
at a meeting held Oct. 2nd of the same year, "Voted 
" to Allow to Joseph Foster for gfiting the Parish set 
" oif as a town, one pound Eight Shillings and Eight 
" pence;" "Voted to grant one pound Sixteen Shillings 
" & Eight pence for further Charges in giting the par- 
" ish sot of as a Town." 

Verily! The early inhabitants were a law unto them- 
selves in spelling and the use of capitals. 

Among the State Archives we find the following 
concerning the erecting of Ware into a District ^ under 
date of June 2^^ 1761 ^ 

" A Petition of Joseph Foster Agent for the In- 
" habitants of Ware River Parish Praying they may 
"be invested with the Priviledges of a Town or 
" District. 

" In the House of Representatives ; Ordered that 
" the Petitioner notify the nonresident Proprietors of 
" the Lands in said Parish with a copy of this Petition 
" toget^ier with this order by inserting the substance 
" thereof in one of the Boston news Papers three weeks 
" successively that so they shew cause if any they have, 
"on the first Thursday of the next sitting of this 
"Court why the Prayer thereof should not be 
"granted." 

1 General CouH Records^ Vol. XXIV, p. 16. 
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Also, under date of Nov. i/*); 1761 :* 

" A Petition of Joseph Foster Praying as entered 
" 2^^ June last. In Council Read again and it appear- 
" ing that the Petitioners had pursued the orders of 
" Court with regard to Notification. Ordered that the 
** Petitioners have liberty to bring in a Bill for erecting 
"the Parish of Ware River into a District." 

" In the House of Representatives Read and Con- 
"curred." 

" Herewith is given the act itself^ for erecting Ware 
"River Parish, so called, in the County of Hamp- 
" shire, into a District by the name of Ware. 

" Whereas the Inhabitants of Ware River Parish, so 
"called, in the County of Hampshire, have repre- 
" sented to this Court the great difficulties and the in- 
" conveniences they labor under, in their present 
"situation, and have earnestiy requested that they 
" may be incorporated into a District, — Be it therefore 
" enacted by the Governor ^ Council & House of Rep- 
" resentativeSf — 

"[Sec. I] That the said Ware-River Parish, so 
"called, bounded as follows; vizt. Southerly, upon 
" Palmer, including that tract of land in said Palmer 
" which is the property of the heirs of Isaac Magoon, 
"deceased; easterly, upon Western & Brookfield; 
"northerly, upon Hardwick & Greenwich; & west- 
" erly, upon Swift River, be & is hereby incorporated 

1 General Court Records, Vol. XXIV, p. 109. 

2 Acts & Resolves of the Province of Massachusetts Bay, Vol. IV, 
p. 86. 

8 
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" into a District by the name of Ware ; and that the 
''said District be & hereby is invested with all the 
" privileges, powers & immunities that Towns in this 
" Province, by law, do or may enjoy, that of send- 
" ing a representative to the General Assembly only 
" excepted. 

" And be it further enacted^ — 

" [Sec. II] That Eleazer Porter, Esq' be & hereby 
" is directed & impowered to issue his warrant, directed 
'' to some principal inhabitant within said District, re- 
'' quiring him to warn the inhabitant of said District, 
" qualified to vote in Town aifairs, to assemble at some 
'' suitable time & place in said District, to choose such 
'' officers as are necessary to manage the aifairs of said 
" District 

" Provided^ nevertheless^ — 

" [Sec. Ill] The inhabitants of said District of 
" Ware shall pay their proportionable part of all such 
"Town, County & Province charges as are already 
'' assessed, in like manner as though this act had not 
" been made ; and that part of the Province tax which 
" is the proportion of the said Magoon's farm,* shall 
" hereafter be abated the district of Palmer, and be 
" borne & paid by the said District of Ware. \Passed 
^^ November 25; Published Nov, 28"] (note) signed 
" Nov. 28^ according to the record." 

From the above it will readily be seen that Ware 
was created a District — not a Town — in this year, 

1 The Magoon tract was set off to Ware from Palmer in this same 
year, and that is what is referred to above. 
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and that it did not obtain the distinctive privilege of a 
Town, i. e. that of electing a representative to the Gen- 
eral Court, until, by a general revolutionary act of the 
Legislature passed fourteen years later, Aug 23rd 1775, 
it was duly admitted in company with many other dis- 
tricts to the full town standing. 

The clause in the general act referred to is herewith 
given: 

"And be it further Enacted and Declared by the 
** authority aforesaid, That every Corporate Body in 
" this Colony, which in the act for the Incorporation 
" thereof, is said and declared to be made a District 
" and has by such act granted to it, or is declared to 
" be made a District and has by such act granted to it, 
" or is declared to be vested with the Rights, Powers, 
" Privileges or Immunities of a Town, with the Excep- 
"tion above mentioned, of chusing and sending a 
representative to the Great and General Court or 
Assembly shall hereafter be holden, taken, and in- 
" tended to be a Town to all Intents and Purposes 
" whatsoever." 

Passed Aug. 2y^ 1775-^ 

To summarize, then, Ware was created 

A parish and precinct, Dec. 7^ 1742; 
A district, Nov. 28* 1761; 

A town, Aug. 23rd 1775. 

^ZawscfMass,, 1 775-1 780, p. 5. 
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The first warrant for a District meeting* was issued 
by Elezer Porter of Hadly to Sam'l Sherman, Feb'y 
23rd 1762, for the 2?d Monday of March following, at 
10 A. M. At this meeting the first district officers 
chosen were : Moderator, Samuel Sherman ; First Se- 
lectman, Sam'l Sherman; Second, W^?. Breckenridge; 
Third, John Davis ; Treasurer, Capt Cummings ; Con- 
stable, Ebenezer Davis ; Surveyors of Highways, Ju- 
dah Marsh, Sam'l Blackmer, Dan'l Cross, and David 
, Pulsifer; Tithing- Men, Joseph Foster and Jas. Lemon; 
Warders, Jonathan Rogers and David Pulsifer; Fence- 
Viewers, Moses Bartlett and Benj. Cummings; Hog- 
Reeves, Moses Bartlett and Benjamin Griffen ; Pound- 
Keeper, Capt. Cummings. 

At an adjourned meeting, held Mar. 29^, Capt. 
Cummings and Judah Marsh were elected fourth and 
fifth Selectmen, and Joseph Foster Sealer of weights 
and measures. 

1 Town Records^ p. 58. 



III. THE MAPS. 

THE accompanying four maps will help greatly 
to explain the foregoing pages. 
^ No. I is a new map — 17^ by 27 inches — com- 
piled from documents and other maps within reach, 
and draughted with care to show the exact present 
boundaries of the Town and the location of all the 
ancient grants and boundaries alluded to in the fore- 
going pages. It is herein presented as engraved about 
one-third the size of the original. 

It is much to be regretted that no record of the 
deeds and locations of the settlers upon the Western 
half of the town (i. e. upon the Read Manor) has 
been found, similar to that which the original proprie- 
tors of the Elbows have left, and which has enabled us 
to locate many lots within that part of the town claimed 
by Kingston or The Elbows. It does not necessarily 
follow, because a lot was granted to a particular in- 
dividual, that he settled upon that lot and made it his 
home, although in most cases it is true that he did. 

The dates and number of acres of the various grants 
have been marked as often as possible. 
' No. II shows the HoUingsworth Grant, and is the 
one referred to by Mr. Hyde as the one he could 
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not find. It is valuable as being an exact map of the 
HoUingsworth location and as showing the position 
of one point of the most ancient highway of Ware. It 
was draughted June 9, 17 14. (Engraved, size of 
original.) 

/^ No. Ill is a map of the Marsh Tract, and was 
draughted Sept 28, 1733. (Engraved, size of original.) 

-> No. IV is the most valuable of the ancient maps 
found, as it gives the relative positions of the different 
grants to one another. It also shows the lines forming 
the strip called The Garter. It was draughted for 
the benefit of the General Court at the time of the 
petition for a new precinct, Nov. 25 and 26, 1742. 

This map has been inserted upside down, in order 
that North on the map may be at the top of the page> 
so that a better and truer idea of the relative positions 
may be obtained. (Engraved, size of original.) 

The three old maps (II, III, and IV) are facsimiles 
of exact tracings from the originals, among the 
"Archives of Massachusetts." 
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